
ETHNIC DIVERSITY

Recognition of the abundant diversity of cultures.
Respect for the differences.
Acknowledging the validity of different cultural
expressions and contributions.
Valuing what other cultures offer.
Encouraging the contribution of diverse groups.
Empowering people to strengthen themselves and
others to achieve their maximum potential by being
critical of their own biases.
Celebrating rather than just tolerating the differences
in order to bring about unity through diversity.

What does “Culturally Diverse” mean?
The term “culturally diverse” is often used interchangeably
with the concept of “multiculturalism" which is supporting
the presence of different ethnicities, cultures, or races in
society with acknowledgment and equality.

https://www.partnershipinternational.ie/why-is-cultural-diversity-important/
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Holidays Around the World

DECEMBER SHOWCASE

As Student Services hosts the 12 Days of Student Services
Christmas, D&I invites you to stop in on December 8th and
put your mark on the map by showing where you are from
and sharing what holiday you celebrate. 

A "Holiday Around the World" window is on display in the
basement of Building A showcasing the different holidays
that are celebrated. 



During the winter time you may see typical
colors of red and green Christmas lights, songs,
and decorations around the town. However,
there are many holidays celebrated outside of
Christmas that we would like to share. 

Diwali: Referred to as the festival of lights, this
holiday is celebrated over five days between
October and November in the Hindu religion. It
recognizes the spiritual victory of light over
darkness as well as the death anniversary of
Swami Dayanand (Hindu religious leader).
Stunning lights, oil and clay lamps, decorative
clothing, firework displays and family feasts
make up the festival. 

Hanukkah: A Jewish holiday that usually starts
in late November to mid-December that
celebrates a past miraculous event when Jews
reclaimed their temple against Greek-Syrian
oppressors. 

HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD
To celebrate the miracle of the oil burning a
candle for eight nights when it was only to last
for one, Jews light a menorah for eight days.
They exchange gifts, recite blessings or
prayers, sing songs and more during this time.
 

Kwanza: Celebrated from December 26 to
January 1, Kwanza was created to honor
African American heritage and culture.
Maulanga Karenga wanted to encourage
pride within the Black community as they
faced discrimination and oppression so he
Kwanza was celebrated in 1966 and
thereafter. Family and friends gather to light
candles, enjoy special foods, dance, and sing.
On the last day of Kwanza, people focus on
how they want to succeed in the coming year. 

Chinese New Year: Celebrated in China, East
Asia and across the world to usher out the old
year and bring forth luck and prosperity with
the Lunar New Year, as it commonly follows
the moon phases. Millions travel to celebrate
with their families with fireworks, dancing
dragons and outdoor performances and
parades. Each year is associated with one of
the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac. The year
2023, starting January 22, is the year of the
Rabbit. 

"Blessed is the season which

engages the whole world in a

conspiracy of love.”

- Hamilton Wright Mabie, American
essayist, editor, critic, and lecturer

KC FOOD CART
With the season change and colder
weather upon us, KC Food Cart has moved
into Building A in the downstairs lounge. 

Food ranging from tacos, pulled pork,
hamburgers and more will be available
during the month of December for
purchase. 

Check your Canvas inbox for menus and for
the days they are scheduled to be here!


