
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 26, 2022 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, September 
26 at 5:30 p.m. in the Goode Learning Resources Center, with the following 
members present: Mark Wentzel, Mike McCall, Brent Campbell, Stephanie Cooke, 
Jeff Montgomery, John Smith, Darien Henderson. 

 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP 
of Instruction Jennifer Callis, Foundation Director Brenda Gutierrez, Board Clerk 
Mike Strand. 

 
 
Approval of Agenda President Nichols said the agenda had been updated since being sent out Friday to 

include action items on a long-term natural gas contract and the FY 23 Capital 
Outlay Plan. Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Brent Campbell, to approve 
the agenda as updated. Motion passed 7-0. 

  
Public Comment None. 
 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by John Smith, second by Mark Wentzel to approve the Consent Agenda, 

consisting of the Minutes of the August 2022 Regular Meeting. 
 
 [Trustee Brian Blackwood entered the meeting via Zoom]. 
 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefly presented the monthly financial report, noting that the 

state had made its secondary and post-secondary aid payments, and also that 
comparison to budget was not yet included because the budget hadn’t been 
passed. 

 
 President Nichols walked the Board through the annual End of Program testing 

report, adding that instructors use this information to tweak how they teach. Some 
recent drops in passing rates may be due to Covid or instructor turnover, but it 
was difficult to say exactly. 

 
 
 
Action Agenda  New Phone System: President Nichols said he had received several bids for 

phone companies, who offered both lease and purchase options, and his 
recommendation was to purchase the package proposed by NexTech, at a 
projected 10-year cost of $181,512. Motion by Darien Henderson, second by John 
Smith to purchase the NexTech package. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 FY 23 Budget and Three-Year Budget Projections: Motion by Brent Campbell 

to approve the FY 23 budget and Three-Year Projections, second by Darien 
Henderson. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 Long Term Natural Gas Contracts: President Nichols said that with 

fluctuations in gas prices, several Kansas colleges have seen unexpected bills in 
recent winters; Salina Tech previously had a long-term contract, but it expired last 



year. He noted that the current contract price quote from Constellation is lower 
than the price quoted in August. Brian Blackwood and Darien Henderson said 
they have also seen prices trending down in recent months. Blackwood asked 
Nichols to contact an additional company for a quote. Action tabled for the time 
being. 

 
 FY23 Capital Outlay: Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by Darien 

Henderson, to approve the Capital Outlay Plan. Motion passed 8-0. 
 

 
Informational Items:  President’s Report:  
 

President Nichols told the board he expects another enrollment record for Salina 
Tech both in headcount and credit hours, though the increase will be smaller than 
in previous years. A formal statewide announcement of fall enrollment is 
scheduled for later this week. 
 
The state’s technical colleges are working on building support in the Legislature 
for additional funding, similar to what the state’s community colleges have in 
terms of local taxing authority.  
 
Brian Blackwood asked if there is any help available to CNA students who don’t 
pass the licensing test. Jennifer Callis and Stephanie Cooke said remedial help is 
provided, but students must fail the test twice before that remediation is available. 
   

  
 
Adjournment Motion by Darien Henderson, second by Brent Campbell. Motion passed 8-0. 

Meeting ended at 7:45 p.m. 
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