
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 25, 2022 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, July 25th at 
5:30 p.m. in the Goode Learning Resources Center, with the following members 
present: Serena Helvey, Brent Campbell, Jeff Montgomery, Mark Wentzel and 
Brian Blackwood. 

 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP 
of Instruction Jennifer Callis, Board Clerk Mike Strand. 

 
 
Approval of Agenda With 2021-22 Vice Chair Mike McCall absent, Brian Blackwood volunteered to 

chair the meeting. Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Serena Helvey, to 
approve the agenda. Motion passed 5-0. 

  
Public Comment None.   
 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Mark Wentzel, second by Jeff Montgomery, to approve the consent 

agenda, including the minutes of the June 2022 Regular Meeting, the June 2022 
Special Meeting, and the hiring of Brett Hillegeist as Electrical Technology 
Instructor, Martin Price as Automotive Tech Instructor at Lincoln High School, 
and Scott Meier as Welding Instructor at Lincoln High School. Motion approved 
5-0. 

 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefly presented the quarterly financial report. Motion to 

approve by Serena Helvey, second by Mark Wentzel. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
Action Agenda  Appoint New Board Member: Board members discussed again that they would 

like to see additional representation from the health care field, preferably 
dentistry. Consensus was to table appointing someone for now and to advertise 
for volunteers again. 
 
Appoint Chair and Vice Chair for 2022-23: President Nichols said Mike 
McCall had expressed a willingness to move from Vice Chair to Chair. Motion by 
Jeff Montgomery, second by Brian Blackwood, to appoint Mike McCall as Chair 
and Brian Blackwood as Vice Chair for 2022-23. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Enclose South Entry of Building A: President Nichols said the concrete steps 
had deteriorated over time, but could be repaired and enclosed for around 
$60,000. Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Serena Helvey, to seek at least 
three bids, along with seeing whether the Construction Technology class could 
provide the labor. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
New Mascot: President Nichols said the college previously had an unofficial 
mascot of unknown origin, the Fighting Squirrels. This past spring, Student 
Government surveyed students about a mascot preference, with “wolves” being 
the most popular, with “eagles” a close second. Board members asked how and 



when the mascot would be used, which was unclear. By consensus, the board 
decided to encourage Student Government to develop the idea further. 
 
FY 2022-23 Budget: President Nichols said that while a new annual budget is 
typically passed in July, there is no requirement to do so. Faculty negotiations are 
still not concluded, and could require amending the budget later if one is approved 
now. The board took no action on the budget. 
 
 

Informational Items:  President’s Report:  
 

Construction is proceeding on the new Student Center, with sheetrock installation 
about finished and painting to begin later this week. The project may or may not 
be finished by the start of classes on August 18. 
 
Construction on the new Dental Assisting and Dental Hygiene labs is also 
proceeding, though supply chain issues have delayed delivery of cabinets. 
 
The remodel of the bathrooms in the Welding building to make them ADA 
compliant has been delayed because the wrong parts were delivered. 
 
We are working with Schwan’s and the Department of Commerce on establishing 
training for the employees who will maintain and repair the automated machines 
in the company’s new factory. 
 
Long-Term Utility Contracts: The college has previously had long-term 
contracts for natural gas, but those have expired. Other colleges in Kansas without 
such contracts have seen surprise bills of as much as $50,000 because of cold 
weather and price fluctuation. The board agreed Nichols should pursue 
negotiations and report back. 

     
 
 
Executive Session Negotiations: Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Brent Campbell to go into 

executive session at 6:53 p.m. for 10 minutes with President Nichols to discuss 
faculty negotiations. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
  
 
Adjournment Motion by Serena Helvey, second by Jeff Montgomery, to adjourn. Motion passed 

5-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
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