
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

September 27th, 2021 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, September 
27th at 5:45 p.m. with the following members present: Jeff Shamburg, Serena 
Helvey, Jeff Montgomery, Mark Wentzel, John Smith, Mike McCall (in-person). 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP 

of Student Services Jennifer Callis, VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, Board Clerk 
Mike Strand. 

 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by Mike McCall, second by Jeff Montgomery, to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed 6-0. 
  
Public Comment None.   
 
Consent Agenda President Nichols added to the personnel list the hiring of Mechelle Heart as a 

sign language interpreter. Motion by Serena Helvey, second by Jeff Montgomery, 
to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed 6-0. 

 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols presented the monthly financial report, and the annual report on 

third party credential testing and ACT WorkKeys testing. Serena Helvey asked 
whether instructors use the results of the tests to identify areas for future focus; 
President Nichols said they do. President Nichols also updated the board on the 
facilities master plan and projects that have been completed over the past year.  

 
Action Agenda  
 Capital Outlay Plan for 2022: Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Mark 

Wentzel, to approve the Capital Outlay Plan for 2022. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
  

 
 
President’s Report  President Nichols told the Board: 
 

Local 
The Building G demolition completion is awaiting the city final inspection. The 
Airport Authority is drafting papers to transfer ownership of the two lots (lot 8 
and lot 9) to the college this fall. Met with area higher educational leaders and 
county administration to discuss ideas for workforce development plans. The 
county has funds from ARP Act set aside for developing workforce and we could 
apply for a county grant. 
 
KBOR/TEA 
The Early Childhood Education program was approved at KBOR. After 
discussion internally for the Kansas Promise Act Scholarship, I requested and we 
were approved to award an additional $200,000 for Salina Tech students bringing 
the total amount to $300,000 available in technical programs. TEA discussed K-
State Salina offering an associate degree in UAS and denied the request, but the 
final say on the matter lies with KBOR. The college does not have any aviation 



programs but may need to consider working with K-state to fulfill a need in the 
aviation manufacturing arena in the future. 
 
College  
The college has shown resounding growth again this semester. We can expect 
higher enrollments this fall when compared to prior years. Official reporting data 
will be available from the Kansas Board of Regents later this month or next 
month. The CODA review of the Hygiene program requires a response to some 
areas. The MOE funds addressed a large concern of equipment needs in the 
program and the submission of a response is being drafted soon. We anticipate all 
areas to be addressed successfully. The Dane G. Hansen Foundation sent 
$150,000 to the foundation to match the funds raised through endowment for 
2021. The college is working to find additional donors to increase the support for 
‘22 and ‘23. Additional thanks to Dane G. Hansen Foundation for providing an 
additional $28,500 in medical scholarship funds for students this year. Student 
members of various committees have been taking part in discussions this year. 
Special thanks to Dr. Sara Fisher for sponsoring the SGA and encouraging greater 
participation. 

  
Strategic Plan Annual Objectives: President Nichols told the board that annual 
objectives and measures had been drafted, and the Administrative Council will be 
determining primary and secondary priorities. 

 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by John Smith to adjourn. Motion passed 6-

0. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
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