
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

August 23rd, 2021 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, August 23rd 
at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present: Jeff Shamburg, Darien 
Henderson, Brian Blackwood, John Smith, Mark Wentzel, Serena Helvey, Mike 
McCall. 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP 

of Student Services Jennifer Callis, VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, Board Clerk 
Mike Strand. 

 
 
Approval of Agenda President Nichols asked that the agenda be amended to add an action item 

regarding a change in the scope of the demolition of the Blue Building. Motion by 
John Smith to approve the agenda including that change, second by Darien 
Henderson. Motion passed 7-0. 

  
Public Comment None.   
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Mike McCall to approve the Consent Agenda, including the Minutes 

of the July 2021 Regular Meeting, second by Serena Helvey. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols presented the monthly financial report, and Student Success, 

Employment and Wage data. There was some discussion about Salina Tech grads’ 
average wages being lower than that for some other tech colleges, which Nichols 
attributed to location and some colleges offering higher paying programs, such as 
electrical lineman. 

 
 [Trustee Darien Henderson left the meeting] 
 
Action Agenda  
 Maintenance of Effort Spending Authorization: President Nichols told the 

board the college has received $619,000 as a one-time appropriation from the 
State of Kansas, to be spent on instructional equipment. Current college policy 
requires board approval of any expenditure of more than $20,000. The college had 
previously waived that policy for some Covid-related funds, and Nichols asked 
that be done again to avoid calling special board meetings to approve purchase. 
Board members indicated they wanted to hear about and approve that spending, 
and no motion was made. 

 
 Blue Building Demolition Changes: President Nichols told the board that 

several troughs and tunnels had been found during the Demolition of the Blue 
Building, which will need to be filled before the area can be used for parking. 
Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by John Smith, to allocate up to an 
additional $25,500 for the work. Motion passed 6-0. 

 
  

 
 



President’s Report President Nichols told the board he has met with local economic development 
officials about the lack of housing and child care. 

 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by Mike McCall. Motion passed 6-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 7 p.m. 
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