
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

May 24th, 2021 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, May 24th at 
5:40 p.m. with the following members present: Jeff Shamburg, Brian Blackwood, 
Serena Helvey, Mike McCall, Dustin Pestinger, Darien Henderson, Jeff 
Montgomery (in-person), Kristin Nulik (via Zoom). 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, Math 

Instructor James Knapp, Board Clerk Mike Strand (in-person), VP of 
Administration Jamie Palenske (via Zoom). 

 
 [After the projector lamp in the Learning Resources Conference Room blew, the 

meeting was moved to Room A-131] 
 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Darien Henderson, to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed 8-0. 
  
Public Comment None. 
 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Mike McCall, second by Darien Henderson, to approve the Consent 

Agenda, including the Minutes of the April 2021 Regular Meeting. Motion passed 
8-0. 

 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols presented the monthly financial report.  
 
 
Action Agenda New Course: Marriage and Families: Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by 

Jeff Montgomery to approve a new course, Marriage and Families, and to approve 
Salina Tech adding any future courses that are part of the Kansas Board of 
Regents’ Systemwide Transfer Courses list. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 Revision to Early Childhood Education proposal: President Nichols explained 

that the proposal to create an Early Childhood Education program the Board 
approved in April was missing the class “Principles of Early Childhood 
Education” in the course list for the Certificate A. In addition, he recommended 
the general education electives be broadened to include Interpersonal 
Communications as an alternative to Public Speaking, and to only “recommend” 
College Algebra for the Math general education class. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 Faculty Negotiated Agreement: President Nichols and Brian Blackwood briefly 

described changes to the Faculty Agreement. Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second 
by Mike McCall to approve the agreement. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 
 
 
 



 Staff Raises: President Nichols said it is customary to provide staff with the same 
raise as negotiated with faculty, which would be 3% for the coming year. Several 
board members had questions about staff turnover, recruiting and whether Salina 
Tech pay was competitive for the area. President Nichols said he would compile 
staff pay information and forward it to Board members. Motion by Dustin 
Pestinger, second by Brian Blackwood to table the staff pay raise until the June 
meeting. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 Lease with USD 305: President Nichols explained that as part of the Salina 

School District turning over ownership of Salina Tech land and buildings, the 
district wanted to include transferring ownership of the Salina Adult Education 
Center, to avoid the time and expense of re-platting the land. The new lease 
agreement is similar to the one under which Salina Tech leased the campus from 
the District for the past several years. Board members questioned whether the 
District or the College would be responsible for insurance on the building and 
liability insurance. It was thought that the original lease agreement for the campus 
omitted insurance issues inadvertently and that was later corrected with an 
addendum. Since the intent of both parties was for the new lease to mirror the 
former one, Nichols thought the District would agree to adding language about 
insurance premiums being the District’s responsibility. No action taken. 

 
 [Board member Brian Blackwood left the meeting] 
 
 
President’s Report President Nichols told the Board: 

 
The Salina Airport Authority has approved donation of two lots southeast of 
Building A, totaling 3.29 acres, to the college. 

 
 Several contractors have expressed interest in the RFP for demolishing the Blue 

Building, and bids are to be opened in early June. 
 
 The Kansas Legislature has passed the Kansas Promise Act, providing 

scholarships specifically for community and technical college students. But 
students are required to live and work in Kansas for two years after graduation or 
the scholarship funds must be returned, and President Nichols said that tracking 
students and recovering funds could be an issue. 

 
 The Legislature did not pass HB 2315, which would have granted tax credits for 

donations to Kansas technical colleges. 
 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Jeff Montgomery, second by Dustin Pestinger. Motion passed 7-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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