
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

September 28th, 2020 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, September 
28th at 5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 
following members present: Serena Helvey, Mike McCall, Jeff Shamburg, Dustin 
Pestinger (in person) Jeff Montgomery, Brian Blackwood, Kristin Nulik (via 
Zoom). 

 Others present: VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, VP of Administrative Services 
Jamie Palenske, Board Clerk Mike Strand (in person), President Greg Nichols, VP 
of Student Services Jennifer Callis, Foundation Director Larry Pankratz (via 
Zoom). 

 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by Mike McCall, second by Serena Helvey to approve the agenda with the 

addition of an executive session to discuss President Nichols’ evaluation. Motion 
passed 7-0. 

 
Executive Session Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Jeff Montgomery for the board to go into 

executive session for 10 minutes at 5:35 p.m. to discuss President Nichols’ 
evaluation.  

 Board came out of executive session at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Public Comment Larry Pankratz told the board he has expanded the Foundation board to 12 

members, with the 12th member joining in the past couple of weeks. He is 
continuing to work on fundraising for the college. 

 
Consent Agenda Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Serena Helvey to approve the consent 

agenda, including the minutes of the August 24 regular meeting, the resignation of 
Russ Wasson as Automotive Technology instructor, and hiring Vince Manship as 
an Automotive Technology instructor. Motion passed 7-0. 

 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefed the board on the college’s monthly financial statement, 

along with program completion, third-party credentials testing and ACT 
WorkKeys testing from the Spring of 2020. 

 
 
Action Agenda Set Meeting Dates: Motion by Kristin Nulik, second by Jeff Montgomery, to set 

regular meetings on the fourth Monday of the month, with the exception of 
December, when the meeting will be on Dec. 14 if needed. Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 Capital Outlay Plan: President Nichols outlined potential capital outlay projects 

for the coming year. Brian Blackwood said his company has moved away from 
digital projectors to a Google device that can transmit to large screen TVs and 
personal computers. 

 
 Nichols said his priorities were safety issues such as fire sprinkler replacement 

first, followed by renovating a classroom in Building A as a “wet science lab,” an 
addition to the west side of Building A and taking care of ADA compliance issues 
in Building E. 

 



 
 
 Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by Kristin Nulik, to proceed with the science 

lab, addition to Building A and fix ADA issues in Building E, with at least two 
bids on each project, and to use his discretion on projects estimated to cost less 
than $20,000. Motion passed 6-0, with Mike McCall abstaining because he is 
working on the Building A addition design. 

 
Naming Rights: President Nichols reviewed the naming rights proposal, which 
had been tabled at the July meeting. He added that the board would have final 
approval over any naming rights granted, and should include language in any 
agreement that naming rights are revocable by the board, or could be set for a 
fixed number of years. Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by Dustin Pestinger, 
to approve the naming rights plan as outlined in the agenda. Motion passed 7-0. 
 

 
President’s Report President Nichols said the accreditation documents for the upcoming Higher 

Learning Commission visit had been finalized. 
 
 Recently attended a meeting of the state’s Technical Education Authority. 
 
 Not able to share exact numbers until Wednesday, but enrollment will be down 

slightly; most of the decrease is because of high schools changing schedules to  
adapt to Covid or the college’s decision to reduce enrollment caps in the nursing 
programs.  

 
HLC Training As previously requested, President Nichols provided the board with questions 

they could be asked during the HLC accreditation visit and possible answers. 
   
  
Adjourn Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Mike McCall to adjourn. Motion passed 7-

0. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
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