
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

August 24th, 2020 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, August 24th 
at 5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 
following members present Brian Blackwood, Dustin Pestinger, Jeff Shamburg, 
Jeff Montgomery, Mike McCall (in person), Kristin Nulik (via Zoom) 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, Board 

Clerk Mike Strand (in person), VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP of 
Instruction Jennifer Callis (via Zoom). 

 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Jeff Montgomery to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 [Serena Helvey arrived at the meeting in person]. 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Mike McCall, second by Kristin Nulik to approve the consent agenda, 

including minutes of the July 27 regular meeting, minutes of the July 31 special 
meeting, hiring Sherri Kleinback as Allied Health instructor and Chad Taylor as 
Custodian. Motion passed 7-0. 

 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefed the board on the college’s monthly financial statement, 

along with student success data and information about wages of Salina Tech 
graduates. The college’s student success numbers are the highest in the state.  

 
 
Action Agenda Appoint New Board Member: Motion by  Brian Blackwood, second by Dustin 

Pestinger, to appoint Darien Henderson to the Board. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 [Alysia Starkey arrived at the meeting via Zoom] 
 
 Tuition Assistance Policy: President Nichols outlined the proposal to offer 

tuition assistance to staff, and said the proposal mirrors the tuition assistance that 
has been provided to faculty for several years now. Kristin Nulik suggested the 
policy explicitly state assistance funds be repaid if the employee leaves 
employment at the college either by resigning or by being terminated. Brian 
Blackwood suggested there be language added to explain that the assistance fund 
has a limited amount of money each year, and also go into more detail on what 
the bases will be for approving or rejecting requests, such as relevance to the 
employee’s current job or career path. Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by 
Dustin Pestinger to approve the policy with the above suggestions added. Motion 
passed 8-0. 

 
 

Informational Items The college opened for classes August 20. The classes 
seem full and students are not grumbling too much. 

 



The College was approved for a grant of $154,000 from the Saline County 
SPARK funding proposal which now must be approved by the state. We should 
know within a week or two if the grant was approved. 
The College will also receive a direct payment from the state (through KBOR) 
from the SPARK funds for instructional related expenses. Overall $9.4 million 
was distributed to two-year colleges of which we received about $234,000 
 
The college plans to apply for equipment funding for advanced manufacturing 
and IT through a Department of Commerce grant. This funding could provide 
some additional high tech machines for our manufacturing programs. 
 
The HLC assurance document is getting final edits during the months of August 
and September. We should be locked September 26 for the October 26 and 27 
visit. (The visit may be partly or entirely online instead of physical). Federal 
Compliance documentation was not originally a part of the process, but we are 
working on finalizing that part of the accreditation as well. 
 
The college received an additional $60,000 to replenish the Dane G. Hansen 
Medical Scholarship program funds that support Nursing, Med Assisting, and 
Dental Assisting students fund their education. 

   
  
Adjourn Motion by Dustin Pestinger, second by Mike McCall to adjourn. Motion passed 8-

0. Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
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