
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

July 27th, 2020 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, July 27, at 
5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 
following members present Mike McCall, Jeff Montgomery, Serena Helvey (in 
person); Dustin Pestinger, and Alysia Starkey (via Zoom). 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP 

of Student Services Jennifer Callis, Foundation Director Larry Pankratz, Board 
Clerk Mike Strand (in person); VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin (via Zoom).  

 
 Jeff Montgomery nominated Dustin Pestinger to chair the meeting, second by Mike 

McCall, Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by Mike McCall, second by Jeff Montogomery to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 [Jeff Shamburg arrived at the meeting in-person]. 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Alysia Starkey, second by Jeff Shamburg to approve the consent 

agenda, including the minutes of the June regular meeting and hiring Sara Fisher 
as a General Education instructor. Motion passed 6-0. 

 
Foundation Report Larry Pankratz updated the Board on the work he’s been doing with the 

Foundation, including increasing the size of the Foundation’ Board of Directors to 
11 from 5. Currently, his focus in on talking with members of individual program 
advisory committees seeking funding for scholarships. He has also been working 
on donations for an expansion to the west side of Building A, and possible 
naming rights in exchange for contributions. 

 
 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefed the board on the college’s monthly financial statement. 

He said the college’s financial situation is improving, and most revenue is 
concentrated in the few months coming up.  

 
 [Brian Blackwood arrived at the meeting via Zoom] 
 
Action Agenda Proposed 2020-21 Annual Budget: President Nichols said some major changes 

compared to the previous year include reducing the number of LPN and RN 
students from 72 to 50 because of COVID; state secondary aid funding likely 
being cut, adding a maintenance position to allow for extra cleaning (paid for out 
of COVID funds) and adding a recruiter to help expand our footprint in the 
region. Motion by Jeff Shamburg, second by Brian Blackwood to approve the 
budget. Motion passed 7-0. 

 
Proposed Three-Year Budget: Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by Jeff 
Shamburg to approve the Three-Year Budget. Motion passed 7-0. 
 



Naming Rights for Building A Expansion: President Nichols told the board an 
expansion onto the west side of Building A had been under consideration when he 
arrived four years ago, but he asked the Board to wait for a while. Now, it’s 
apparent Salina Tech needs that additional space, especially with the growth of 
the nursing programs. He showed some conceptual drawings prepared by Mike 
McCall, for a 3,000 square-foot addition including a commons area, dining area 
and some kind of food sales, a book store and additional storage. A rough cost 
estimate put the addition in the $600,000 range, and Nichols would prefer to have 
someone else cover as much of that as possible. He proposed granting naming 
rights to donors who contribute at least half the cost of the expansion, as well as 
naming rights to individual areas of the expansion. After some discussion, 
including how long the naming rights would be in effect, Alysia Starkey 
suggested tabling a decision until the August meeting. Motion by Alysia Starkey 
to table this item, second by Jeff Shamburg. Motion passed 7-0 
 
Appointing New Board Members: After several minutes of discussion, the 
consensus was each board member would send their top three choices to Dustin 
Pestinger, who would report those results back at the August meeting. 
 
Appointing of Board Chair: By consensus tabled until the August meeting. 

 
 
Informational Items Because of Covid, there are a lot of unknowns in the future. State funding is 

stable for now, but given declines in tax revenues, might not be in the future. 
 
 Enrollment for the fall semester is expected to be stable compared to last year. 
 
 We’ve been meeting with local school districts and colleges across the state, 

sharing information. 
   
 There are lots of new grant funds available that can be used to hire additional 

employees and buy new equipment. We are exploring all of those opportunities. 
 
 
Adjourn Motion by Mike McCall, second by LuAnn Puvogel to adjourn. Motion passed 7-

0. Meeting ended at 7:15  p.m. 
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