
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

June 22nd, 2020 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, June 22, at 
5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 
following members present LuAnn Puvogel, Mike McCall and Jeff Shamburg (in 
person) and Kristin Nulik, Dustin Pestinger, Frieda Mai-Weis and Alysia Starkey 
(via Zoom) 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske and 

Board Clerk Mike Strand (in person) and VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin (via 
Zoom).  

 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Dustin Pestinger, to approve the agenda for 

the meeting. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Mike McCall to approve the consent 

agenda, including the minutes of the May 18 meeting and the hiring of Laurel 
Richardson and Kalicia Wilson as Nursing Instructors. Motion passed 7-0 

 
 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefed the board on the college’s monthly financial statement. 
 
 
Action Agenda Proposal for IT Services: President Nichols explained that the college has had 

month-by-month IT service from NexTech since 2014, and would like to move to 
a longer-term contract. Proposals were received from NexTech and ISG, and both 
Kansas Wesleyan University and K-State Polytechnic were asked whether they 
were interested. Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Jeff Shamburg to accept 
the proposal from NexTech. Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 [VP of Student Services Jennifer Callis joined the meeting via Zoom] 
 

Policy on Communicable Diseases: President Nichols outlined the proposed 
policy on communicable diseases. Jeff Shamburg asked why the policy said 
students and staff should stay home for 24 hours after becoming free of fever 
when the CDC guideline is 72 hours. Kristin Nulik suggested deleting the 
paragraph: “CDC recommends that those with a communicable illness such as the 
flu remain at home until at least 24 hours after they are free of fever (100 degrees 
F or 37.8 degrees C) or signs of a fever without the use of fever-reducing 
medications.” and also replacing the phrase “authoritative health officials” in the 
second paragraph with “CDC, KDHE and Saline County health officials.” Motion 
by Jeff Shamburg, second by Mike McCall. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
New Course: Welding 175: President Nichols said the purpose of this class is to 
award college credit to high school teachers who attend the summer welding 
workshop at Salina Tech, sponsored by Airgas. Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, 
second by Dustin Pestinger. Motion passed 7-0. 
 



Appointing New Board Members: President Nichols said the terms of Frieda 
Mai-Weis, LuAnn Puvogel and Mike McCall are expiring, and McCall is eligible 
to be reappointed. After some discussion of the applications, Alysia Starkey said 
she thinks the Board needs representation from the manufacturing industry. 
Motion by Jeff Shamburg, second by LuAnn Puvogel to Serena Helvey and re-
appoint Mike McCall, and solicit more applications before the July meeting. 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
New Postal Machine Contract: Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Dustin 
Pestinger, to approve the postal machine contract with 360 Document Solutions. 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 

 
Informational Items President Nichols briefed the board on changes made to the 2020-21 college 

catalog, and introduced the 2020-21 annual budget and three-year budget. The 
budgets are to be voted on at the July meeting. 

 
President Nichols also reported: 
 
Enrollment numbers are projecting better than last month.  We have some 
programs that are projecting at enrollment capacity and a few that will reach 
enrollment limits due to internal restrictions on space and clinical. 
 
The college reopening plan was implemented, and all employees are back to 
working on campus.  We developed a task force to address potential phasing up 
and down due to future COVID-19 related cases and will discuss with employees 
during the next few weeks to gain their feedback. Once we have reviewed 
internally, we will present to the board of trustees.  
 
There are two faculty positions that are in the process of interviewing for full-time 
employment. They will be presented next month for board approval.  
 
The college applied for and received a grant from the CARES ACT. 
Approximately $220,000 was granted for relief of COVID-19 related expenses.  
Half of that amount is directed to Title IV eligible students and the other half is 
earmarked for institutional costs related to the pandemic. The college will have to 
provide detailed expenses to the US Department of Education at the conclusion of 
the grant. The college has distributed approximately $45,000-$50,000 of the 
student funds according to the guidelines so far. 
 
AirGas is providing the second round of welding training this week and in July 
for secondary teachers from throughout Kansas. This training has been well 
received and helps promote the college throughout the state. 
 
I have attended several virtual meetings with area educational leaders, community 
leaders, and statewide educational leaders over the past weeks regarding many 
issues related to COVID-19 and the planning for our future. The outlook is good 
in technical education even though the economic downturn may affect higher 
education overall. The collaboration with schools and universities has been 
excellent and we are hopeful to find solutions together. 

 



 
 
Adjourn Motion by Mike McCall, second by LuAnn Puvogel to adjourn. Motion passed 7-

0. Meeting ended at 7:15  p.m. 


	BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES
	June 22nd, 2020


