
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

May 18th, 2020 
 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, May 18, at 
5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 
following members present (all via Zoom): Kristin Nulik, Dustin Pestinger, LuAnn 
Puvogel, Jeff Montgomery, Mike McCall, Jeff Shamburg, Alysia Starkey. 

 
 Others present: President Greg Nichols, Board Clerk Mike Strand (in person), VP 

of Student Services Jennifer Callis, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, VP of 
Instruction Stanton Gartin, Foundation Director Larry Pankratz  (all via Zoom). 

 
 
Approval of Agenda Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Dustin Pestinger to approve the agenda for 

the meeting. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 [Frieda Mai-Weis joined the meeting via Zoom] 
 
Consent Agenda Motion by Jeff Shamburg, second by Mike McCall, to approve the consent 

agenda, including the minutes of the April 27 regular meeting and the resignation 
of Nursing Instructor Amanda Doubrava. Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 
Monitoring Reports President Nichols briefed the board on the college’s monthly financial statement. 
 
 
Action Agenda Extension of Lease with USD 305: President Nichols explained that Salina Tech 

becoming legal owner of the campus might complicate legal matters involving 
underground contamination, and recommended continued leasing of the campus 
from USD 305 for another year. Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Alysia 
Starkey to approve the lease extension. 

 
 Non-Renewal of Contract with Nursing Instructor Misha Walmsley: 

President Nichols requested Misha Walmsley’s contract not be renewed. When no 
motion was made, he said the reasons were best discussed in executive session. 
Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Alysia Starkey to go into executive session 
for 7 minutes (until 6 p.m.) with the Board and President Nichols. Motion passed 
8-0. The board came out of executive session at 6 p.m. Motion by Frieda Mai-
Weis to not renew Misha Walmsley’s contract, second by LuAnn Puvogel. 
Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 Lighting Proposal from Future Energy Solutions: President Nichols said the 

proposal from FES contained a disparity that might significantly reduce the 
projected savings from the company replacing the college’s current lighting with 
LED fixtures. He recommended the college not approve the plan. Motion by 
LuAnn Puvogel, second by Jeff Shamburg to not approve the proposal. Motion 
passed 8-0. Shamburg and Pestinger each said they knew of cases where local 
companies had upgraded lighting on their own, and would forward information on 
to Nichols. 

 



  
 
Informational Items President Nichols reviewed the economic impact study from Economic Modeling 

LLC. He said Salina Tech was No. 1 or No. 2 compared to the state’s other tech 
colleges in every indicator studied. 

 
Enrollment numbers were projecting well a few weeks ago, but the latest 
comparison is down about 25% below last year’s figures. There is certainly a 
chance to recover, but there are some programs that will have limitations due to 
clinical options. The consensus among college registrars in Kansas is that most 
are seeing fewer enrollment numbers by comparison to last year.  
 
The college to resumed operations on May 4, 2020 practicing social distancing 
and small group (10 or fewer) limitations. The latest executive order extended the 
reopening process, but our summer enrollments should not be largely affected. 
We plan to conduct summer classes exclusively online. 
 
The fiscal outlook for Kansas is not certain for the next year or two. The 
pandemic has caused a drastic change in the employment situation in Kansas, 
nearly doubling unemployment. State revenues are now not very predictable. 
There is some speculation about funding cuts, but there is not anything specific to 
report now.  
 
The board has three vacancies upcoming with one trustee, Mike McCall, 
remaining eligible for reappointment per board policy.  Trustees Mai-Weis and 
Puvogel have reached term limitations with the June 2020 Board meeting.  
According to Board Policy, we will advertise for vacant positions and hope to 
have some candidates for review in June. 
 
The college staff has reviewed policies and has been posting them to the college 
website; one is pending attorney review.  The pandemic has affected the 
workplace at Salina Tech, but in a way that might be beneficial. The staff seems 
to have been quite adaptable to the short-term remote working concept. We have 
not addressed this concept in policy, but we will soon. 

 
 
Adjourn Motion by Jeff Shamburg, second by Frieda Mai-Weis. Motion passed 8-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
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