
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

September 23, 2019 

 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, September 

23, at 5:30 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 

following members present: Kristin Nulik, Brian Blackwood, Alysia Starkey, Jeff 

Montgomery, Dustin Pestinger. Others present: Foundation Director Larry 

Pankratz, VP of Instruction Stanton Gartin, VP of Administration Jamie Palenske, 

Board Clerk Mike Strand. 

 

Approval of Agenda  Motion by Alysia Starkey, second by Dustin Pestinger to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Public Comment None 

 

 [Trustee LuAnn Puvogel arrived] 

 

Foundation Update Foundation Director Larry Pankratz discussed what he and the Foundation Board 

have been doing, including discussion of increasing the size of the Foundation 

Board, talking with a consultant about fundraising opportunities, exploring options 

for demolition/replacement of the Blue Building, launching a small fundraising 

campaign for additional student scholarships, and putting video screens in each 

building to provide information on upcoming campus events. He also said the 

Foundation Board has suggested the college secure an option to buy a tract of land 

south of Derussy and between Centennial and Scanlan. 

 

 [Mike McCall and Jeff Shamburg arrived] 

 

 

Consent Agenda Motion by Jeff Shamburg, second by LuAnn Puvogel, to approve the consent 

agenda, including approval of the minutes of the August regular meeting and hiring 

Cierra Haith as Nursing Administrative Assistant. Motion passed 8-0. 

  

Monitoring Reports President Nichols and VP Palenske presented the monthly financial report. 

 President Nichols reviewed the Facility Master Plan, including individual needs 

for each building and projected cost. 

  

 

Action Items Motion by Alysia Starkey, second by LuAnn Puvogel, to purchase wireless 

network upgrades, and replace classroom computers and projectors as outlined in 

the Capital Outlay Plan. Motion passed 8-0. 

 

By consensus, a video display sign for the college entrance on Centennial was 

tabled. 

 

 

Information Updates 
President Evaluation: Board Chair Kristin Nulik said she would meet with 

President Nichols later in the week for his annual evaluation. 

 



Board Self-Evaluation: President Nichols told the Board it needs to complete a 

self-evaluation some time soon. Dustin Pestinger said he would try to locate the 

documents from the last self-evaluation and distribute to Board members. 

 

Board Training: President Nichols said that with so many new members in the 

past year, a board training session should be conducted soon. He said the Kansas 

Association of School Boards provides relevant training, and also said he would 

look into Salina Tech becoming a member of KASB. 

 

Dental Hygiene: President Nichols said the Dental Hygiene program, scheduled 

to launch in the fall of 2021, has been approved by the Technical Education 

Authority, the Kansas Board of Regents and the Higher Learning Commission. 

The program is awaiting approval from the Commission on Dental Accreditation. 

 

Qualified Admissions: The Kansas Board of Regents last week approved 

changes in admission standards to the state universities. President Nichols said the 

changes might mean more students going directly to the universities instead of 

taking some classes at community or technical colleges first, but the actual impact 

is unknown. 

 

Legislature: President Nichols said the Kansas Association of Technical Colleges 

is planning to ask the Legislature to consider increasing state capital outlay 

funding to tech colleges, and there is also a move to restore an expired program 

that gave donors to tech colleges a tax credit to use against their Kansas income 

taxes. 

 

Enrollment: Final fall enrollment numbers aren’t yet available, but it appears 

Salina Tech will see a slight gain over 2018. 

 

Good News: The Chronicle of Higher Education recently named Salina Tech as 

the second-best two-year college in the nation, based on its graduation rate. 

  

  

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Alysia Starkey, second by LuAnn Puvogel to adjourn. Motion 

passed 7-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 


