
 SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

February 25, 2019 

 

Call to Order The Board of Trustees of Salina Area Technical College met Monday, February 25, 

at 5:32  p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 2562 Centennial Road, with the 

following members present: Alysia Starkey, Brian Blackwood, Todd Smith, LuAnn 

Puvogel, Kristin Nulik and Frieda Mai-Weis 

 

 Others present: President Greg Nichols; VP of Instruction Stephani Johns-Hines; 

VP of Student Services Jennifer Callis; VP of Administrative Services Jamie 

Palenske, Math instructor James Knapp, Foundation Director Larry Pankratz, Board 

Clerk Mike Strand.  

 

Approval of Agenda  Motion by Kristin Nulik, second by Todd Smith to approve the agenda, with the 

addition of action on a purchase offer on the Murray Lane house added to the action 

agenda. Motion passed 6-0. 

 

 

Public Comment President Nichols introduced Larry Pankratz, the new director of the Salina Tech 

Foundation. 

 

 

Consent Agenda Motion by Kristin Nulik, second by LuAnn Puvogel, to approve the minutes of the 

January 2019 meeting. Motion passed 6-0. 

  

 

Action Items A. Future Transfer Courses: VP Johns-Hines explained that there is a list of 

about 80 courses approved for transfer among the state’s colleges and universities. 

Occasionally, a local high school will request one of those courses be taught for 

concurrent college credit, and there’s not time to bring the request to a regular 

board meeting before the start of the semester, so she’s asking for all on the list be 

approved. Motion by Kristin Nulik, second by Todd Smith. Motion passed 6-0. 

 

 B. Approval of New Course (PHS 120 Astronomy):  
VP Johns-Hines said Salina Tech had previously had an Astronomy class 

approved, but that previous class was for three credit-hours, while the state 

transfer list has it as a four-hour course, and this new class aligns with the 

statewide transfer list. 

Motion to approve by Frieda Mai-Weis, second by LuAnn Puvogel. Motion 

passed 6-0. 

 

 [Trustee Mike McCall arrived at the meeting.] 

 

 C. Approval of New Course (INT 100 American Sign Language): VP Johns-

Hines outlined the course, including a need in the community and occasionally at 

Salina Tech for sign language interpreters. Motion to approve by Todd Smith, 

second by Kristin Nulik. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 



 D. Changes to Board Policy Manual: President Nichols said he was proposing 

the changes to the Board Policy Manual because there’s currently no procedure 

spelled out for the resignation or termination of Trustees, and to put in writing the 

current practice of Trustees appointed to fill part of an unexpired term being 

eligible to serve two full three-year terms. Motion to approve by Todd Smith, 

second by LuAnn Puvogel. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 E. Approval of offer on Murray Lane House: President Nichols said two offers 

have been submitted. Asking price is $235,000, with the college contributing 

$1,500 towards putting in a lawn come spring. One offer is for $235,500 – the 

other is for $235,000, with Salina Tech paying the estimated $7,500 in closing 

costs. Nichols added that so far, we have spent about $219,000 on the house, and 

seller’s agent commission will be $9,000. Motion by Brian Blackwood, second by 

Kristin Nulik to approve the offer of $235,500. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 

Monitoring Reports VP Palenske presented the monthly budget report. 

 

 

 

Information Updates From President Nichols: 

  

o Spent time last week in Topeka, including for “Salina at the State House,” 

and had meetings with Salina-area legislators. Also met with Kansas 

Secretary of Labor and Deputy Secretary of Education to discuss Career and 

Technical Education. 

 

o Also participated in Kansas Board of Regents meeting and House 

Appropriations Committee meeting where technical college funding was 

discussed. 

 

o Our spring enrollment is the highest it has been since Salina Tech became a 

college, and is up 21% over spring of 2018. 

 

o Discussed the upcoming faculty/staff survey. Alysia Starkey asked that 

Trustess be sent a copy of the survey questions. 

 

o Discussed multiple ideas for recruiting someone to fill the vacant seat on the 

board, including advertising. 

 

Executive Session:  

 

 

 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Kristin Nulik, second by Todd Smith, to go into executive 

session at 6:28 p.m. for five minutes with President Nichols to discuss 

contract negotiations. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 

 

Motion by LuAnn Puvogel, second by Todd Smith, to adjourn. Motion 

passed 7-0. Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


