
SALINA AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES – January 24, 2011 
 

Call to Order  

 The Board of Trustees for Salina Area Technical College met Monday, 
December 20, 2010, at 5:00 p.m. at Salina Area Technical College, 
2562 Centennial Road, Building C, Room 148, with the following 
members present: Carol Brandert, Jayne Cornish, Ken Ebert, Mike 
Haug, Thomas Mertz, Robert Miller, Tom Pestinger and Katie Platten. 
 
Absent: James Barker 
Others present – see below. 

Agenda Motion by Carol Brandert, second by Jayne Cornish to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried: 8 yeas, 0 nays. 

Approval of Minutes Motion by Jayne Cornish, second by Tom Mertz to approve the 
minutes of the December 20, 2010, regular meeting as presented.  
Motion carried:  8 yeas, 0 nays. 

Communication  

A.  Faculty Dale Vanderhoof, Environmental Technology instructor, reported that 
he is in his ninth year as an instructor, after nine years in the field. He 
is only on campus one day a week, as he travels all over Kansas 
teaching waste water treatment classes in locations more convenient 
for his students. Almost all of his students are employed in the field 
and many have multiple duties in their city, making it difficult for them 
to take the time away from their jobs to travel to Salina. He teaches 
workshops, seminars and full time programs, as well as job specific 
instruction, in which he addresses individual student questions at their 
site. The Board asked questions and expressed gratitude for a very 
interesting report and a job well done. 

B. Student Tim Halfhide, Concordia wastewater plant manager and former 
Environmental Technology student, delivered a passionate speech to 
the Board about the tremendous value he places on the training he 
received from Dale Vanderhoof as the Salina Tech Environmental 
Technology instructor. He said the training was comprehensive, very 
practical and that Dale encouraged creative problem solving. He said 
this program is the only training of its kind in the state. He especially 
praised Dale’s availability for job specific instruction, as being 
extremely helpful. The Board was very appreciative of Tim’s 
willingness to give them such an enthusiastic and informative report. 
Greg Goode said that this report is typical of what he hears from many 
of Dale’s students. 

C.  Community No report. 

Action Agenda  
Personnel Actions Motion by Katie Platten, second by Carol Brandert to approve the 

hiring of Genessa Talbot as an Accounting Specialist II in the business 
office. Motion carried: 8 yeas, 0 nays. 

 Motion by Carol Brandert, second by Bob Miller to accept, with great 
regret, but best wishes, the resignation of Becky Miller, Executive 
Administrative Assistant and Clerk of the Board. Motion carried: 8 
yeas, 0 nays. 

Monitoring Reports  
Financial Stability Greg Goode discussed with the Board the six month budget review. 



 We are on track to meet revenue budget projections. Greg said Duane 
Custer and his team deserve the credit for this. With the collection of 
additional Continuing Education revenue this spring, we expect to 
exceed revenue projections by approximately 1% (current 99.65% will 
increase to 101%). Forty-four percent of the budget has been spent; 
56% remains. We will have some bigger equipment purchases in the 
Spring and heating costs are large this time of year. 

Informational Items  
A. Instructional 

Update 

 

Judy Crymble discussed the importance of internships and service 
learning opportunities in which students participate. Business 
Administrative Technology has 10 students working with Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) this Spring, and several others placed 
in businesses around town. Electrical Technology had one student 
work as a student intern over the winter break with Peterson Electric. 
Electronics Engineering Technology will place three student interns at 
Exide Technologies as electrical maintenance technicians, and one at 
Geoprobe as a test technician. Machine Tool Technology interned two 
students during the fall semester with GL Huyett in Minneapolis. Judy 
also mentioned service opportunities such as Kansas Mission of Mercy 
that the Dental Assistant students participate in each year, providing 
free dental care to Kansas residents. Janet Fisher, Dental Assistant 
instructor, reported on her and her students’ involvement, along with 
many other volunteers from around the state, in providing free dental 
care to more than 1600 persons, including extracting more than 4,000 
teeth. She described this as a great experience for the students to be 
immersed in dental procedures for three days, and also to be involved 
in some compassionate service. 
 
Since this agenda was not lengthy, Greg invited the Board to ask the 
administrative team questions relating to their departments. In 
response those questions, Duane Custer reported that the remodeling 
in Building A is going well, about a third of the sheetrock is up, and 
smoke damage is still being dealt with. 
 
In response to a question regarding what is their biggest challenge, 
Lara Duran said that Student Services is getting into the enrollment 
season with a new computer information system and they are still 
working out the kinks in that. Duane said he is still developing systems 
for the business office and HR with less money from the state. Judy 
Crymble said we have a fabulous faculty and they are dealing with 
many changes moving from a school system to a college philosophy 
and developing tools to help them make these changes. She said the 
faculty is doing a great job of adjusting. 
 
Greg said the institution has gone through some tremendous changes 
in the past year and they are doing very well. 

Executive Session  

 None. 

Meeting Adjourned  

 The meeting was adjourned at 6 p.m. 

Attest Rebecca Miller, Clerk of the Board 

Others Present Judy Crymble, Interim Dean of Instruction 
Duane Custer, Dean of Administrative Services 



Lara Duran, Director of Student Services 
Janet Fisher, Dental Assistant instructor 
Greg Goode, Salina Tech President 
Tim Halfhide, former Environmental Technology student 
Mike Strand, Salina Journal 
Dale Vanderhoof, Environmental Technology Instructor 

 

 

 

 


